enterprise from mere coasting voyages to distant seas, and eventually to the circumnavigation of the globe, scurvy?a disease known to have prevailed from the most remote antiquity on land?continued, until within a comparatively recent time, to be the especial scourge of the fleets and mercantile marine of Europe.
Until the year 179G, scurvy had baffled and discomfited most important expeditions; it had sent back, covered with humiliation, commanders who otherwise would have returned with the laurels of victory; it had kept our ships lying powerless at anchor while our coasts were being menaced and insulted by the enemy ; and even so late as during ?the last ten years of the past century, it had on more than one occa-Leviews.
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We learn also that the annual admission of scurvy cases into the 
